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We have officially ar-
rived at the busiest 
time of the year.  From 
now until January we 
are going to be on the 
go it seems.   Thanks-
giving and getting ready 
for Christmas will take 
up these next two 
months.   

These are fun months 
and full of times with 
family and friends and 
yet they can be stress-
ful months.  Determine 
this year to control the 
holiday and not allow 
the holiday to control 
you.   Too often we al-
low the expectations of 
the holidays control our 
enjoyment of the holi-
day and we don’t take 
the time to realize that 
it is the time with the 

family that is important 
and not what is or is 
not on the table or un-
der the tree. 

The Psalm 136 reminds 
us with every verse 
that one of the things 
we need to be thankful 
for is the faithful love 
of God.  The writer 
ends every verse with: 
His faithful love endures 
forever.  

While Thanksgiving for 
Americans is about the 
Pilgrims and their sur-
vival of that first harsh 
winter, they would re-
mind us that their sur-
vival no doubt was from 
the faithful love of God. 

Enjoy the holidays, enjoy 
the times with family, 
but remember and give 
thanks for the faithful 
love of God. 
 Give thanks to the LORD, 
for he is good! 

From the Pastor 
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   UNANSWERED PRAYER 
 
The preacher's 5 
year - old daughter 
noticed that her fa-
ther always paused 
and   bowed his head 
for a moment before 
starting his sermon.  
   One day, she 
asked him why.  
   'Well, Honey,' he 
began, proud that 
his daughter was so 
observant of his 
messages.  
   'I'm asking the 
Lord to help me 
preach a good ser-
mon.'  
   'How come He 
doesn't answer it?' 
she asked.  
 
   BEING THANKFUL 
 
 A Rabbi said to a 
precocious six - year -
old boy,  
   'So, your mother 
says your prayers 
for you each night?  
That's very commend-
able.  What does she 
say?'  
 
  The little boy re-
plied, 'Thank God 
he's in bed!'  

His faithful love endures 
forever. 
     Give thanks to the 
God of gods. 
His faithful love endures 
forever. 
     Give thanks to the 
Lord of lords. 
His faithful love endures 
forever. 
 

*** 

Remember that our 
Charge Conference is 
November 22.  3pm at 
New Hope UMC.  You 
are invited to come 
and celebrate with our 
brothers and sisters 
our heritage as Meth-
odists. 

 

Debbie and I want to 
wish you and your fam-
ily a happy and healthy 
holiday season.  God 
bless you all. 

Bro. Ron  

Thanks from the Fannie Miller Circle.  The ladies of 
the circle wanted to thank all who worked the rum-
mage sale and all those who donated items for the 
sale.  Their new total from the sale is $1,883.50. 
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Fannie Miller Circle 

The monthly meeting be Tuesday, 
November 10 @ 11:30. 

 

Sack Lunch with dessert and 
drink provided. 

 

All the ladies are invited. 

Prayer Concerns 

Mary and Don Ramey; Helen Brown; Jack Reeves;  Coach Johnson of Springdale;  Mitchell Norris, Debbie New-
ōŜǊǊȅΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΤ 

If you have a prayer concern you want listed, please call the office and let Bro. Ron know. 

SOAPY takes us through the Gospel of 
Luke this month.  If you are reading, con-
tinue to do so.  If you get behind, either 
read a little more each day to catch up or 
just pick on where we are supposed to be.  
The important thing is to read. 

A Word from the Finance Committee  

 

Fall is here, which for Alma United Methodist Church means its 
time for preparing the budget for year 2010. 

Sunday November 1, pledge cards will be inserted in the bulletins.  
Please return pledge cards by November 15 or sooner.  You may 
drop them in the offering plate or mail it in. 

Your pledge cards help us plan and manage church business in a 
responsible way. 

Only you know your financial situation and what you can afford.  
We ask that you consider thoughtfully our needs at Alma United 
Methodist Church and what we offer to our members and friends. 

 

As a spiritual, thinking community where love and care are prac-
ticed, we take action together to make this a better community. 

Sharon Bowles 

Calling All "Ding-A-Lings"!! 

 Our handbells are begging to join our Christmas program.  If you can 

count to 4, YOU CAN ring bells.... trust me.  Anyone interested?  Please 
give Nancy a call at 632-0392.   

  "Oh where, oh where has the music gone...." 

 If anyone knows the whereabouts of the handbell music, please call 

Nancy 632-0392. 

  Down-home Christmas Update 

 The list is growing of those who want to be a part of our program.  What 

would you like to share with your church family during this holiday sea-
son?  Call Nancy with ideas, or to volunteer. 

  NO CHOIR REHEARSAL ON NOV. 25 

Choir will not rehearse on Wed., Nov. 25 (the day before Thanksgiv-
ing).  I know there will be busy kitchens in most all homes and besides, 
doesn't everyone get their birthday off????  Hint, hint!!   

Blessings from Nancy 

Advent Begins November 29th 

You may be asked in the next few days to be 
an Advent reader 

for the lighting of the Advent Candles. 

Be prepared to say “Yes.” 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 

Bible Study 

10am 

Choir practice 

7pm 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 

Fannie 

Miller Cir-

cle 11:30 

11 

Bible Study 

10am 

Choir practice 

7pm 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 

Bible Study 

10am 

Choir practice 

7pm 

19 20 21 

22 

Charge Confer-

ence  3pm 

New Hope 

UMC 

23 24 25 

NO Bible 

Study 

NO Choir 

26 

Thanksgiv-

ing Day 

27 28 

29 

Advent be-

gins 

30      

November 2009 



  

 

416 Short St 
Alma, AR 72921 

ALMA UMC 

Phone: 479.632.3211 
479.632.2120 parsonage 

E-mail: 
cemman012@yahoo.com 

We are on 

The Web 

almaumc.org  

Inner Peace  

If you can start the day without caffeine, 
 
If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains,  
 
If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles,  
 
If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it,  
 
If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any 
time,  
 
If you can take criticism and blame without resentment , 
 
If you can conquer tension without medical help, 
 
If you can relax without liquor,   
 
If you can sleep without the aid of drugs,  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ...Then You Are  Probably   The Family Dog!   

 

Bob Pendleton sent this over. 

 

Thanks Bob. 

Set your clocks 
BACK one hour 
on Saturday night. 
See you Sunday. 


