December 2009

From the Pastor

Advent is here!

What a wonderful time
of the year! Hope just
seems to spring out of
the ground this time of
year.

Most people seem
ready to give each
other a new chance,
our outlook for the
coming year seems
brighter; we just seem

more hopeful. We
should.
Christ has come. The

savior is born and hope
does spring eternal. In
1 Timothy 1:1, Paul
calls Christ our hope.
Hope in the New Testa-
ment is a synonym for
faith or trust. Hope in
the New Testament
does not contain that
doubtful element our

modern usage has.ture with expectation
Our usage is somethingand confidence.
like this: | hope it Christ, who is our
R2Say Qi &y Bope (olr2c¥rainex-
row; knowing it proba- pectation) has come.
bly will. May this advent sea-
Biblical hope is definedson be the birth of
by Johannas Louw andhope in your life. May
Eugene Nida in theiryour expectations of
lexicon as meaning tohope and new begin-
look forward with con- nings come true.
fidence to that which is
good and beneficial.
The key ingredient is
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Ourd hope not in ]fhhe Merry Christmas. We
modern meaning of he hope that this season

may or may not be, but will be for you all you

as that which is sure, ... it to be and may

and r(]:erta'||n WChrrllst Syou and your family
our hope € NAVe o plessed.

confidence that Christ
is our salvation. Christ
is our redeemer. Of Merry Christmas from
that, there is no doubt! your parsonage fam-

So, we should be more!lY-
hopeful and more will-
ing to look to the fu-
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Becky Parks is...

Issuing a challenge to
our Sunday School kids.
Help us fill our Christ-
mas piggy bank to make
someone's Holiday
brighter. We will be giv-
ing the class that col-
lects the most money a
prize. Money will go to
either buying gifts for an
angel from an angel tree
or supplies for the out-
reach center or some
pther worthy cause at
Christmas.

Why??
A father had just spent a
while telling his son the
story of the birth of Je-
sus, about the shepherd
watching their flocks,
and the angels singing,
and the shepherds run-
ning into the manger to
see the baby. When he

To help with the funding of the Outreach Cen-
ter, our nights to help with the City Lights at the
Park are December 9,10,11 from 23D.

Volunteer and help a vital church and commu-
nity project.

do for the | east of
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Christmas Eve Service

We will have our candlelight service on
Christmas Eve. The service will begin at

5:30 p.m. We invite you to come and O A P Y

worship with us. We will celebrate th
sacrament of Holy Communion. eB blg ?Itlgsciy

oy SOAPY takes us to the writings of Paul this
M RRY LR aTMa sl month. Thessalonians and Corinthians. If
!. ﬂ-—-—'&' you are reading, continue to do so. If you
?1?— v £~ get behind, either read a little more each
day to catch up or just pick on where we

are supposed to be. The important thing
is to read.

"Down -Home Christmas"

Sunday December 20 5:00 p.m. with fel- Fannie Miller Circle

lowship following...and perhaps a spe- The monthly meeting will be

cial visitor!! Tuesday, December 8 @ 11:30.
Come join your church family for mu- 52y Qi F2NBSO . SOJ
sic, readings, recollections, a Christ- the Sunday School Classes.

mas carol sing -a-long and other fun. This will help us help someone

this Christmas Season.
Bring your favorite finger foods and

after the program you all are invited to
the fellowship hall for refreshments. Our dates for the

Outreach Center are 7,
10, and 12.

Prayer Concerns

Mary and Don Ramey; Jack Reeves; Coach Kevin Johnson of Springdale; Mitch
Norris, Ethan Myers, surgery Dec 9th; Myrl Dyer; Madelyn Flenor; Kyle Reinhart ir
Afghanistan; Mikie Sellers;

If you have a prayer concern you want listed, please call the office and let Bro. Ron know.
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December @ Alma UMC 2009
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Committee members for 2012012

Here is a listing of all the committees and the people who have agreed to serv
the church. Please look over this listing and reacquaint yourselves with where yo
have agreed to serve. When meetings are announced please make every effort 1

attend.

Thank you for your work and ministry in our church.

Admin Board Chair

Pat Widders

Admin Bd ViceChair Dale Brown

Pastor
Lay Leader
Lay Member AC

Ron Newberry
Warren Blaylock
Jim Phelps

Alternate Lay Delegat@ill Bowles

Finance Chair
Staff/Parish Chair
Trustee Chair

Sharon Bowles
Charles Dyer
Warren Blaylock

General Fund Treasuréday Detter
Claude/Marie Hatley1 202 S. Red Hill Street, Dyer, AR 72935

Outreach Chair

Recording Secretary Katy Black
Chancel/Communion Kay Brown

Children's Ministry

Adult Ministry Chair

Stacie Dyer
Chuck Dyer

Sunday School SuperBecky Parks

At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
At Large Members
Honorary Members
Honorary Members
Honorary Members

Dale Brown
Helen Brown
Margaret Ross
Nancy Burris
Gary Vickery
Jack Reeves
Phyllis Pendleton
Kenny James
Tommy James
Bob Pendleton
Katie Sharp
Sam Casey
Nita Salyers
Nell Ruth Brown
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Members of the Administrative Board
P O Box 787, Alma, AR 72912
2618 Whitney Lane, Alma, AR 72921
416 Short, Alma, Ar 72912
2419 Hwy 71 North, Alma, AR 72912
721 E Cherry, Alma, AR 72921
2721 Koller Trail, Van Buren, AR 72956
2721 Koller Trail, Van Buren, AR 72956
P O Box 2359, Alma, AR 72921
2419 Hwy 71 North, Alma, AR 72912
126 Meadors Drive, Alma, AR 72921

479.632.0272
479.632.6107
479.632.2120
479.632.2976
479.632.5179
479.632.0998
479.632.0998
479.632.3394
479.632.2976
479.632.0298
479.667.3537

1408 Pigeon Creek Rd, Mountainburg, AR 72946.369.0003

2618 Whitney Lane, Alma, AR 72921

P O Box 152, Alma, AR 72921

P O Box 152, Alma, AR 72921

6724 Parks Road, Van Buren, AR 72956
2618 Whitney Lane, Alma, AR 72921
2618 Whitney Lane, Alma, AR 72921
1700 Kings Way, Alma, AR 72921

3800 Gelly Drive, Van Buren, AR 72956
3419 Golf Course Drive, Alma, AR 72921
1635 Kings Way, Alma, AR 72921

3208 Green Way, Alma, AR 72921

5002 Whippoorwill, Van Buren, AR 72956
3204 Dean Springs, Alma, AR 72921
3208 Green Way, Alma, AR 72921

9143 Hobbtown Road, Rudy, AR 72952
141 Meadors Drive, Alma, AR 72921
1514 Hwy 71 N, Alma, AR 72921

121 Lake Drive, Alma, AR 72921

December 2009

479.632.6107
479.632.1548
479.632.1548
479.474.2158
479.632.6107
479.632.6107
479.632.9004
479.410.1794
479.632.6603
479.632.5031
479.632.9693
479.474.1048
479.632.3388
479.632.9693
479.410.1101
479.632.4909
479.651.0777
479.632.2022
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SpR 2010
SpR 2010
SpR 2010
SpR 2011
SpR 2011
SpR 2011
Spr 2012
Spr 2012
Spr 2012
Lay Leader

Lay Member AC

Pastor

Trustee 2010
Trustee 2010
Trustee 2010
Trustee 2011
Trustee 2011
Trustee 2011
Trustee 2012
Trustee 2012
Trustee 2012

Ron Newberry
Pat Widders
Bob Pendleton
Kenny James

Staff Parish Relations (PPR)
416 Short, Alma, Ar 72921
P O Box 787, Alma, AR 72912
3208 Green Way, Alma, AR 72921
5002 Whippoorwill, Van Buren, AR 72956

Charles Dyer, chairP O Box 2359, Alma, AR 72921

Nancy Burris
Katie Sharp
Ralph Hughes
Inez Nance

3800 Gelly Drive, Van Buren, AR 72956
9143 Hobbtown Road, Rudy, AR 72952
7414 Shadow Wood Ln, Rudy, AR 72957
905 Harris, Alma, AR 72921

Candice HumphriesP O Box 2636, Alma, AR 72921
Warren Blaylock 2419 Hwy 71 North, Alma, AR 72912

Jim Phelps

Ron Newberry
Chip Turner
Bill Bowles
Claude Hatley
Almon Blair
Bonnie Dyer
Kevin Ross
Bob Betterton

Warren Blaylock

Debbie James

Ron Newberry
(Chair)

Lay Leadership 2010 Lana Blair

Lay Leadership 2010 Tommy James

Lay Leadership 2011 Jim Phelps
Lay Leadership 2011 Gary Vickery
Lay Leadership 2012 B R Black

Lay Leadership 2012 Phyllis Pendleton

Lay Leadership 2012 Sandra Detter

Lay Leader

Lay Member AC

Warren Blaylock

Jim Phelps
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721 E Cherry, Alma, AR 72921

Trustees
416 Short, Alma, Ar 72921
523 Canterbury, Alma, AR 72921
2721 Koller Trail, Van Buren, AR 72956
1202 S. Red Hill Street, Dyer, AR 72935
1702 Dow Jones Road, Alma, AR 72921
P O Box 2359, Alma, AR 72921
1700 Kings Way, Alma, AR 72921
7623 Walker School Rd, Alma, AR 72921
2419 Hwy 71 North, Alma, AR 72912
3204 Dean Springs, Alma, AR 72921

Lay Leadership (Nominations)

416 Short, Alma, AR 72921

1702 Dow Jones Road, Alma, AR 72921
3204 Dean Springs, Alma, AR 72921
721 E. Cherry St, Alma, AR 72921

3419 Golf Course Drive, Alma, AR 72921

479.632.2120
479.632.0272
479.632.9693
479.474.1048
479.632.3394
479.410.1794
479.410.1101
479.420.4318
479.632.4293
479.632.6567
479.632.2976
479.632.5179

479.632.2120
479.632.0392
479.632.0998
479.667.3537
479.632.6520
479.632.3394
479.632.9004

479.632.2976
479.632.3388

479.632.2120
479.632.6520
479.632.3388
479.632.5179
479.632.6603

1408 Pigeon Creek Rd, Mountainburg, AR 72846.369.0003

3208 Green Way, Alma, AR 72921
126 Meadors Drive, Alma, AR 72921
2419 Hwy 71 North, Alma, AR 72912
721 E Cherry, Alma, AR 72921

December 2009

479.632.9693
479.632.0298
479.632.2976
479.632.5179
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The following poinsettias have
been placed in the Sanctuary

In memory of over 90 years of combined Methodist ministry in he
by Inez Nance. (1)

In memory of Mary Phelps by Jim Phelps (1)

In memory of their parents: Carl and Iva Reeves and Percy and E
by Jack and Geri Reeves. (4)

In memory of Marilee Ross and Floyd Hendricks by Kevin, Marge
lan and Abby Ross (2)

In memory of Dr. Jack Thicksten, Belle Thicksten, Gene Futral an
Futral by Ed and Sandra Thicksten (4)

In memory of Pauline and Reggie Vickery by Gary and Dana Vick

In memory of Bob Newberry and Becky Norris by Ron and Debbi
berry (2)

In memory of Clyman Dale Young by MargaretYoung (1)

|l n memory of Donald Garrett,
and in honor of Jannie Bowles by Bill and Sharon Bowles. (4)

In memory of Ronald Blaylock and in honor of Russell Blaylock b
ren Blaylock. (2)

One has also been placed by Phyllis Pendleton. (1)

In memory of Ethel and George James, Dorothy Dean and Margze
by Tommy and Debbie James. (3)

If more poinsettias come in, they will be acknowledged in the worship bulletin.
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Help Wanted!

Kay Brown could use some help in cleaning the church. She
is working a lot of hours and needs help. If you would be in-
terested in helping please let Ron and Kay know. There is a
job description that will let you know what needs to be done.
If two or three teams would like to do this on a rotational ba-
sis, that would be fine as well.

Your help will be appreciated.

News From Bro. Ron

For a long time | have wanted to continue my education.
have been accepted by tHRobert E. Webber Institute for |
“The new iPod I got for Christmas

Worship Studiesn their doctoral program. | begin my | 1510000 cormone.”
studies in January 2010. e oy i s
©Harley L. Schwadron

| will be driving from here to Jacksonville, FL. | will leay Reprinted with permission

on Sunday afternoon, January 3rd, and drop Debbie at her Lk 4 A
ONRGKSNDAE K2das Ay azyirosttzdd N &Y IA4pRX
15th of January. To the West District Habitat

This is a three year program and should | be successfurlulnrﬁJse dedication.

completing it, | will have a Doctorate in Worship Studies. !t Will bé Saturday, December

Because of the intense nature of the program and Iimitelaz’ 2:00 pm
class time involved, | will be unable to return home for fl:"€ house is located at 618 N.
nerals or other pastoral needs. The Reverend Keitfjth Streetin Fort Smith.
Dodson, of Ozark, will be on call to help you if neethere will be a short dedica-
should arise. You may reach Keith at 4$B3-3569 tion ceremony followed by an

(Church) or 47213-3016 (cell). open house and refreshments.

| appreciate your understanding and patience with thi&veryone is invited to attend.
This is something that | have long dreamed of.

Cereal for Outreach Center

The Outreach Center runs out of cereal pretty quickly. For
the next few months, we will be collecting cereal for them
Just bring a box of cereal to the church and it will be taken
to the Outreach Center.

The center serves several families each month and the
number is growing some. This is one way we can extend
the ministry of our church and of the Outreach Center.

Please understand that this is strictly voluntary. Me'" ellrislmaSI
l
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ALMA UMC

416 Short St
Alma, AR 72921

Phone: 479.632.3211
479.632.2120 parsonage
Email:
cemman012@yahoo.com

We are on
The Web
almaumc.org

Coming to a ¢Badzctht enadQaykr
January 17, 2010 we will begin a confirmation class for those
who are completing the fifth grade and up. (Please, no one
younger than those completing the fifth
grade.) It will be on Sunday afternoons in
fellowship hall. The only required text will
be a Bible in the New Living Translation. |
would like for all of us to use the same edi-
tion, that way the page numbers will be
consistent. | would recommend thkive
NLT, ISBN: 978-41431441-9 for about
22.39 from Cokesbury.

If your child has already completed confirmation and you would
like for them to be part of this class, that is OK with me.

Those who will be taking this class for the first time will be eligi-
ble for church membership upon their confession of faith in Jesus
Christ and baptism, if not already baptized.

| envision the class lasting about 8 weeks. Plans are not firmed
up at this time. | should be able to give you a better idea by the
time the class begins.

If there are any questions, please feel free to talk with me. | am
looking forward to this very much and hope it will be a real help
and blessing to your children.

NLT.

Our Service of holy communion for the month of
December will be our Christmas Eve Service.

Susan Roe has a request...My nephew (Mikie Sellers) is 8 years old and has cancer through
his body. He needs a lung transplant but the hospital said he is not a candidate. We are pu
ting together a scrap book of post cards from around the world and if you know someone ir
another state who would send a card, and send one yourself, you may send them to me a
Susan Roe, 240 N Arkansas Ave, Van Buren, AR 72956. Thank you.
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