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From the Pastor

| want to start out by
thanking John Noogle
for filling the pulpit the
two Sundays | was
away.

| also want to thank you
for the support several
of you have expressed
for my return to the
academic world. It was
a great week, but very
intimidating.

| understand that it was
very cold here while we
were gone. It was cold
there also. Record set-
ting.
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We will begin Lent this
month. Ash Wednes-
day is the 17th. The
schedule of Lenten ser-
vices is posted on page
2. Keep this handy so

you will know where We are not left to the
each of the Sundayresults of that honest
Evening services willeye, however, for the
be. day we are preparing

G ¢ KS -day2obger for is the greatest day
vance of Lent, begin-in  faitht Easter.

ning on Ash Wednes-Knowing that Christ is
day and continuing fisen and his work of
through Holy Week, isredemption and for-

a season of solemndiveness is complete,
preparation, expressedWe€ can bG{ honest.
in fasting and peni- Honesty brings the
tence, for the joy of work of Christ to us
9k adSNI o{/and /gwes +ys tpat
Lent is the time when 9race and life. N

we honestly admit our Allow the Holy Spirit
shortcomings and fail-to bring that honesty
ures. We tend to wantt0 Us so that we all
to believe in theL Q'Y My grow into the im-

2 dzQ NBersid¢n Yof age of Christ.
the faith; but good Bib- Blessings on you all
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off the hook so easily.
Good Biblical faith Bro. Ron
forces us to look at
ourselves, individually

and collectively, with
an honest eye.

Texas Beer Joint Sues A

Church

In a small Texas town ( Mt.

Vernon ) Drummond's bar
began construction on a new
building to increase their
business. The local Baptist
churchstarted a campaign to
block the bar from opening
with petitions and prayers.
Work progressed right up till
the week before opening
whenlightning struck the bar
and it burned to the ground.
The church folks were rather
smug in their outlook after
that, until the bar owner
sued the church on the
grounds that the church was
ultimately responsible for the
demise of his building, either
through direct or indi-
rect actions or means.
The church vehemently de-
nied all responsibility or any
| connection to thebuilding's
$ (demdzdin its reply to the
court.

As the case made its way
into court, the judge looked
over the paperwork. At the
hearing he commented, 'l
don't know how I'm going to
decide this,but as it appears
from the paperwork, we

There have been a few questions about the school that | am attending.
the Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies. This is a new school that conc
trates on worship. It was founded by Robert Webber ten years ago. The school sh
hear about its accreditation in February of this year. The degree that | am going for is not
a PhD, but a DWS (Doctor of Worship Studies). | have three years to complete the pro-
gram. | appreciate your support of this, it does mean a lot to us.
ing to do, several small assignments and two large papers to write in the next three
months. If you run out of things to pray about, you can always pray for me.

| am attendlniq

have a bar owner who be-
lievesin the power of prayer,

and an entire churchcongre-
Firzy GKFiG R2Sa

| now have lots of read-

Thanks to Jim Phelps and
Bob Pendleton for this one.
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Schedule of
Lenten Ser-
~~vices
Ash Wednes-
day, Feb 17,
7.00 pm @
Heritage
UMC, Barry Morton (Mt Olive)
preaching
Feb. 21st, @ New Hope 5:00 pm,
Vida Williams (Kibler) preaching.
Feb 28, @ Mountain View,
5:00pm, Hershel McClurkin
preaching.
Mar 7 @ Dyer, 5:00pm, Charles
Jordan (New Bethel) preaching.
Mar 14 @ Kibler, 5:00pm, Phil
Costner (Dyer) preaching.
Mar 21 @ New Bethel, 5:00pm,
Ron Newberry preaching.

Mar 28 (Palm Sunday) @ Alma,
5:00PM, Pete Beevers (Mulberry)
preaching.

Holy Thursday, April 1 @ Mul-
berry, 7:00pm, Bob Jeffery (New
Hope) preaching.
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There will be finger foods after
each service.

If you can, plan on attending these to Confirmation Sunday.

services, you will enjoy them and

Confirmation 2010

Wow!..What a start to our
confirmation class of 2010.
We have 12 enrolled in the
class. They are:

S.O.A.P.Y.
Zack Wofford, Sydney Blble Stud

Hanna, Austin Jackson, eadlngs y
Kaitlyn Jackson, Kolby Fa-

gan, Kailey Fagan, Trey SOAPY continues the writings of Paul this
Dyer, Darian Dyer, Ged month. Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Dyer, Jordyn Collyar, Abbie Colossians and the beginnings of He-
Ross and Dylan Ross. brews.. If you are reading, continue to do

Two of them are taking the so. If you get behind, either read a little

. . more each day to catch up or just pick on
;EZ?Sagaln, but 10 are first where we are supposed to be. The impor-

tant thing is to read.
We will be meeting on
Sundays @ 1:30. Remem-
ber these youth in your
prayers that this time will
be the time they make a
most grown up decisian
their decision to be a Chris-
tian and a follower of Je-
sus.

We will be making a faith

chest for each of the con-
firmands, so be getting

ready. Update on Building improvements.

More information will be  pat reports that the amounts collected
given out as we get closer for the painting of the sanctuary are
$1,457.08 and the amount collected

The Fannie Miller Circle
will meet on February
Oth at 11:30 in fellow-
ship hall. All the
women are invited.

it is a good way to go through Ler
getting ready for Easter.

fThe website
www.almaumc.org is now

fixed and up. Thanks B. R.

your help.

for the floor covering in the fellowship
hall are $448.00 as now.

for
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Prayer Concerns

Mary and Don Ramey; Jack Reeves; Coach Kevin Johnson of Springdale; Mitch
Norris, the Warren Blaylock family; Madelyn Flenor; Kyle Reinhart in Afghanistan;
Mikie Sellers; Kathy Detter;

If you have a prayer concern you want listed, please call the office and let Bro. Ron know.
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February 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 ) 6
Bib]!((':‘)asr:]Udy Henry Wedding
Choir 7pm R
4 8 9 10 11 12 13
Confirmation Fannie Miller| Bible Study
1:30 Circle 11:30 10am
Scouts Chili Din Choir 7pm
ner 12:304:00
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Bible Study 10an

Confirmation

Ash Wednesday
Heritage UMC

1:30 e
: Choir 7pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Confirmation Bible Study

1:30 10am
Lenten Service Choir 7pm
@ New Hope

5pm

28

Confirmation
1:30
Lenten Service
@ Mountain

View 5pm
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The Sanctuary and fellow-
ship hall are rented for a
wedding on the 5th and
6th of February.

Scouts Chili Dinner

On Sunday, February 7th,
the Scouts will hold their
Chili Dinner from 12:30
4:00.

Adults $5.00 and children

$3.00. Come and eat
some chili.

ALMA UMC

416 Short St
Alma, AR 72921

Phone: 479.632.3211
479.632.2120 parsonage
Email:
cemman012@yahoo.com

From Off the Church Wgltly Rob Portlock
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When Worship begins
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our lives and to connect with each other.

When theprelude beginsthat is a signal that it is time to settle down and
get in an attitude of prayer that will help us connect with God during the wor-

ship time.

The prelude is not a time to talk louder, it is a time to be silent and respect
those around you who are trying to center their souls for the worship that is
coming. Be respectful of others and come to the quiet.

There is time before and after the service to make those connections with

each other.

Thank you.

On December 27th it was my privilege to baptize
Brycen Lester into the Christian faith. He and his
mother, Amanda, and father, Justin are a won-
RSNFdz FFRRAGAZ2Y (2 2dzNJ y
Thank you Justin and Amanda for allowing us to
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